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August 28, 2011

Coffs Coast tourism identity George Cecato was last night announced the winner of the 2011 Countrylink North Coast Tourism Award for Outstanding contribution to Regional Tourism.
The Young Achiever Award went to 25 year old, Ms Sweeby Bryan a marketing and promotions officer with Port Stephens Tourism Ltd.

Moe than 300 tourism industry representatives attended the Gala Presentation ceremony at Grafton Showground hosted by special guest, television personality, Andrew Daddo.

CountryLink’s Deputy General Manager, Nadine Clench said Countrylink was proud to support these important regional tourism awards for the fourth consecutive year and would continue to build on its contribution to the development of tourism throughout the region.

Forty one (41) north coast tourism businesses celebrated victories as winners (gold), silver and  bronze award recipients.

Businesses taking home the honours were:
Clarence Valley: 
Silver Visitor Information Centres: Clarence River Tourism
Winner Adventure Tourism: Yuraygir Coastal Walk
Silver Adventure Tourism: Clarence River Canoes
Winner Unique Accommodation: Clarence River Wilderness Lodge

Winner New Development: Clarence River Way Project

Encouragement  Award Tourist Pubs: Yamba Shores
Byron Bay:

Winner Major Tourist Attraction: Cape Byron State Conservation Area
Winner Major Festival and Events: Byron Bay Bluesfest
Encouragement Award Tourism Marketing: Byron Bay Naturally

Bronze Tourism Restaurants and Catering: Byron Bay Cafe
Lismore:
Winner Visitor Information Centres: 
Lismore and Nimbin Visitor Centre

Ballina:

Silver Tourist Attractions: Macadamia Castle
Winner Meetings and Business Tourism: Ballina Beach Resort

Coffs Coast:

Winner Tourist Attraction: Tabatinga Entertainment Centre and Café

Bronze Tourist Attractions: Coffs Harbour Butterfly House
Winner Ecotourism: Dorrigo Rainforest Centre

Winner Indigenous Tourism: National Parks Coffs Coast Aboriginal      Discovery Program

Winner Tour and or Transport: Precision Helicopters

Winner Tourism Education: North Coast Institute of TAFE

Nambucca Valley:
Silver Tourist and Caravan Parks:
Nambucca River Tourist Park


Macleay Valley Coast:
Silver Cultural and Heritage:
Trial Bay Gaol

Greater Port Macquarie:
Silver Major Festivals and Events: 2011 Urban Hotel Group Ironman  Australia, Port Macquarie & the Urban Group Ironman 70.3
Silver Festivals and Events: Festival of the Sun
Winner Cultural and Heritage: The Glasshouse

Bronze Cultural and Heritage: Port Macquarie Hastings Heritage

Silver Tourism Restaurants and Catering: The Corner Restaurant

Winner Standard Accommodation: Vacation Village

Winner Deluxe Accommodation: Macquarie Waters Boutique Apartment Hotel

Winner Registered Clubs: Port Panthers

Manning Valley: 
Winner Festivals and Events: Old Bar Beach Festival 
Winner Specialised Services: Bent on Food

Winner Tourism Marketing: Manning Valley Tourism

Winner Tourism Restaurant and Catering: Bent on Food

Winner Hosted Accommodation: Honeycomb Valley Farmstay

Great Lakes:
Encouragement Award Ecotourism: Free Spirit Cruises

Encouragement Adventure Tourism: Forster Estuary Charters
Port Stephens:
Winner Major Tour and Transport: Moonshadow Cruises 
Winner Tourist and Caravan Parks: Big 4 Soldiers Point

Bronze Tourist and Caravan Parks: Halifax Holiday Park

Silver Deluxe Accommodation: Shoal Bay Resort and Spa

Winner Tourist Pubs: Shoal Bay Country Club

ends-

For further information: Contact: Ms Belinda Novicky, Executive Officer, Mid North Coast Tourism Phone: (02) 65694058 or 0400033663: Mitch Lowe, Tourism Coordinator, Lismore City Council Phone: 6626 0105 or Sonia Fingleton, Phone: (02) 65859324.

